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17.2.1 Relationships with regional NGOs and government for SDG policy

Ajman University (AU), in alignment with its mission, values, and the AU Climate & Sustainability Strategy
2022-2030, has direct involvement in and/or provides input into national government, regional, and global
non-governmental organizations' SDG policy development. This includes identifying challenges, formulating
policies and strategies, contributing to modelling future scenarios with and without interventions, monitoring
and reporting on the effectiveness of these interventions, and facilitating adaptive management. Through
this engagement, AU supports the creation of sustainable solutions that address both regional and global

challenges.

In line with AU’s commitment to achieving climate action goals, as outlined in its Climate and Sustainability
Strategy 2022-2030, the UAE Green Agenda, and the UN Sustainable Development Goals, AU has
collaborated with and/or participated in SDG policy development, initiatives, and programs with the
following local, regional, and global partners.

e  Ministry of Climate Change and Environment (MOCCAE)
e Government of the Emirate of Ajman

e World Environment, Social and Governance in Dubai

e Environment Agency — Abu Dhabi,
e |EMS Academy of BEEAH Education
e UAE Universities Climate Network

e Emirates Green Building Council

e UNESCO's Greening Education

e UN Higher Education Sustainability Initiative (HESI)

e United Nations’ Environment Program Race to Net Zero for Universities
e SDG Accord

Below are examples of AU’s initiatives and activities in collaboration with governments and NGOs:

1. Local and Regional Collaboration

1.1. Ministry of Climate Change

AU, at the national level,
plays a crucial role in
advancing environmental
progress by  actively
participating in various
teams that report to the
Emirates Municipal

Waheeo Saced Al Kamalh (External) &

Environmental Council.
This council, established
by the Ministry of Climate
Change, is responsible for
coordinating

environmental initiatives across municipalities in the United Arab Emirates.
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https://www.ajman.ac.ae/en/about/mission-vision-and-values
https://www.ajman.ac.ae/upload/files/ehs/AU_Climate__Sustainability_Strategy_Document_2022_2030.pdf
https://www.ajman.ac.ae/upload/files/ehs/AU_Climate__Sustainability_Strategy_Document_2022_2030.pdf
https://www.ajman.ac.ae/upload/files/ehs/AU_Climate__Sustainability_Strategy_Document_2022_2030.pdf
https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/strategies-initiatives-and-awards/strategies-plans-and-visions/environment-and-energy/the-uaes-green-agenda-2030
https://www.moccae.gov.ae/en/home.aspx
https://www.moccae.gov.ae/en/home.aspx
https://sustainablecampus.ajman.ac.ae/en/Partnerships/emirates-municipal-environmental-council
https://worldesgsummit.com/about/
https://www.ead.gov.ae/en
https://www.ajman.ac.ae/en/news/2023/ajman-university-partners-with-beeah-educations-iems-academy-to-offer-industry-leading-sustainability-qualifications
https://sustainablecampus.ajman.ac.ae/en/au-co-leads-the-uae-universities-climate-network
https://sustainablecampus.ajman.ac.ae/en/Partnerships/emirates-green-building-council
https://www.unesco.org/en/sustainable-development/education/greening-future
https://www.ajman.ac.ae/en/ehs/news/2022/ajman-university-joins-the-renowned-united-nations-higher-education-sustainability-initiative
https://www.educationracetozero.org/current-signatories
https://sustainablecampus.ajman.ac.ae/en/partnerships/the-sdg-accord
https://www.moccae.gov.ae/en/home.aspx
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1.2,

1.3.

Ajman University's faculty and staff representatives’ expertise contributes to the following teams with
specific mandates:

e Environmental and Municipal Studies and Research Team:

e Education and Awareness Team

e Regional and International Positions and Participation Team
e Policies and Legislation Team

e Transformational Projects Team

MOU Between Ajman Executive Council and Ajman University

A memorandum of understanding (MoU) was signed between the Ajman Executive Council and Ajman
University to promote cooperation, exchange expertise, and strengthen technical and scientific research
capabilities. “This MoU is a key step in aligning our research and technical expertise with the
developmental goals of Ajman’s government. By sharing experiences and enhancing research
capabilities, we are paving the way for impactful outcomes and advancing our shared vision," said Dr.
Seghir.

Ajman University Participation in Sustainable Campus Initiative with EAD

AU has participated in the Sustainable Campus Initiative (SCI), launched by the Environment Agency —
Abu Dhabi and sponsored by Borouge. This initiative harnesses the potential of students to become
environmental leaders and contribute to policy development. It targets university and college students
aged 18-35, including those at Ajman University, and equips them with the knowledge and tools to tackle
sustainability challenges. Through their involvement, students gain valuable experience in:

Green Campus Audits (GCA): Evaluating their institution's environmental footprint, which can inform
the development of more sustainable policies.

Sustainability Action Projects (SAP): Developing and implementing innovative solutions to reduce
environmental impact, providing insights for future policy initiatives.

Green Youth Majlis (GYM): Connecting with peers, sharing best practices, and advocating for change,
thereby influencing policy discussions on sustainability.
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https://sustainablecampus.ajman.ac.ae/en/Partnerships/emirates-municipal-environmental-council
https://www.ajman.ac.ae/en/news/2023/ammar-al-nuaimi-chairs-the-meeting-of-ajman-university-board-of-trustees-020124-094929
https://www.ajman.ac.ae/en/news/2023/ammar-al-nuaimi-chairs-the-meeting-of-ajman-university-board-of-trustees-020124-094929
https://sustainablecampus.ajman.ac.ae/en/sustainable-campus-initiative-with-ead
https://www.ead.gov.ae/en
https://www.ead.gov.ae/en
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1.4. Ajiman University Partners with BEEAH Education’s IEMS Academy to Offer Industry Leading
Sustainability Qualifications

1.5.

Ajman University has signed a landmark Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Institute of
Environmental Management and Sustainability Middle East (IEMS Academy), the professional
certification arm of the BEEAH Education. This collaboration provides students and stakeholders with

valuable opportunities to earn professional qualifications in sustainability and environmental
management. The MoU, signed by Ajman University Chancellor Dr. Karim Seghir and BEEAH Group CEO
Khaled Al Huraimel, paves the way for strategic cooperation in advancing sustainability education and
best industry practices.

As part of the agreement, IEMS Academy will offer specialized courses and certifications in areas such as
integrated waste management, the UN Sustainable Development Goals, climate change, and the circular
economy. This partnership supports the UAE’s sustainability agenda by enhancing the skills of Ajman
University students, preparing them for careers in environmental management, and contributing to the
nation's net-zero ambitions.

AU Co-leads the UAE Universities Climate Network

The UAE Universities Climate Network (UCN), comprising 35 universities, has announced Dr. Samuel Mao
from Khalifa University and Dr. Rasha Bayoumi from the University of Birmingham Dubai as Co-Chairs,
with Maya Haddad from Ajman University as Head of Operations. This leadership transition marks a new
phase in advancing regional and international climate action and promoting sustainability within the
UAE’s academic sector.

The official handover ceremony, held at New York University Abu Dhabi (NYUAD), was attended by key
figures including His Excellency Edward Hobart, UK Ambassador to the UAE, and Her Excellency Razan Al
Mubarak, UN Climate Change High-Level Champion for COP28.

Al Mubarak emphasized the crucial role of universities in climate action, stating, “With the new
appointments, UCN is building on its COP28 success to advance climate initiatives across the MENA
region.”
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https://www.ajman.ac.ae/en/news/2023/ajman-university-partners-with-beeah-educations-iems-academy-to-offer-industry-leading-sustainability-qualifications
https://www.ajman.ac.ae/en/news/2023/ajman-university-partners-with-beeah-educations-iems-academy-to-offer-industry-leading-sustainability-qualifications
https://www.beeahgroup.com/beeah-education-to-drive-sustainable-action-through-education-professional-training-and-awareness-programs/
https://www.beeahgroup.com/about-beeah-group/
https://sustainablecampus.ajman.ac.ae/en/au-co-leads-the-uae-universities-climate-network
https://www.cop28.com/en/ucn-events
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1.6.

2.1.

The UCN, a coalition of 35 UAE universities, aims to address climate change through four key pillars:
e Student Youth Engagement: Empowering young climate leaders globally.
e Research & Innovation: Driving climate solutions through research and policy recommendations.
e Communal Activations: Enhancing public engagement on climate through university-led initiatives.

e Campus Carbon Neutrality: Leading efforts toward carbon neutrality in alignment with the UAE's
2050 Net Zero strategy.

The UCN offers a variety of opportunities to get involved, from participating in research projects and
workshops to attending conferences and events. Whether you're a student, faculty member, or
community leader, there's a place for you in our network.

Together, we can create a more sustainable future for the UAE and the world.

To learn more about the UCN, check out their LinkedIn page here.

AU’s Membership with Emirates Green Building Council

AU is a member of the Emirates Green Building Council (EmiratesGBC), a non-profit leader in advancing
sustainability in the UAE's built environment. Endorsed by the World Green Building Council,
EmiratesGBC drives green building practices and fosters a sustainable future. This membership
underscores AU’s commitment to sustainability in the UAE.

As part of EmiratesGBC, AU actively contributes to the council's initiatives to promote green building
practices and benefits from discounted educational programs, training sessions, and events. Through this
partnership, AU supports and benefits from efforts to advocate for sustainable policies, foster
innovation, and accelerate the transition to a decarbonized, healthy environment.

Global Collaboration

AU’s Active Involvement with UNESCO's Greening Education Partnership

AU shines as a leader in sustainability through its active
involvement in UNESCO's renowned Greening Education
Partnership. This collaboration empowers the University to
implement far-reaching initiatives that not only protect the
biodiversity and ecosystems of Ajman and nearby emirates
but also integrate sustainability into the campus itself,
creating a dynamic living-learning environment.

The partnership strengthens the University's efforts to instill
environmental responsibility by mobilizing a diverse
volunteer base, including students, faculty, and staff, who
lead greening projects and research. AU extends this mission
into the community by engaging local school students,
fostering environmental awareness from an early age. The
involvement of employees' families and the broader public in
these initiatives further promotes a culture of environmental
stewardship, enhancing both community spirit and the drive
toward a sustainable future.
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/uae-universities-climate-network/?viewAsMember=true
https://sustainablecampus.ajman.ac.ae/en/Partnerships/emirates-green-building-council
https://sustainablecampus.ajman.ac.ae/en/Partnerships/emirates-green-building-council
https://emiratesgbc.org/
https://sustainablecampus.ajman.ac.ae/en/community/greening-communities
https://www.unesco.org/en/sustainable-development/education/greening-future
https://www.unesco.org/en/sustainable-development/education/greening-future
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2.2. AU’s Membership with UN Higher Education Sustainability Initiative (HESI)

AU joined the Higher Education Sustainability Initiative (HESI) in 2022, marking a significant step in its
commitment to sustainability. By participating in HESI, AU aligns itself with a global network of higher
education institutions dedicated to advancing sustainable development. This involvement allows AU to
actively contribute to multi-stakeholder dialogues, collaborate on sustainability initiatives, and integrate
best practices into its educational programs. AU’s participation in HESI underscores its dedication to
fostering a sustainable future through education and global collaboration.

2.3. AU is a Signatory of the United Nations’ Environment Program Race to Net Zero for Universities

AU is a signatory to the United Nations’ Environment Program Race to Net Zero for Universities. This
coalition pushes for a resilient future built on three pillars such as Clean Energy, Sustainable Jobs and
Inclusive Economic Growth. AU has pledged to achieve net-zero emissions by 2050, with a specific target
for 2030.

2.4. SDG Accord

AU, is also a signatory of the SDG Accord. This international agreement emphasizes the vital role of
education in achieving the UN's Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and commits universities to
actively contribute. As part of this commitment, AU pledges to enhance its efforts towards the SDGs,
annually report on its progress, and share insights both nationally and internationally, contributing to the
global presentation of SDG metrics at the UN High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development.
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https://www.ajman.ac.ae/en/ehs/news/2022/ajman-university-joins-the-renowned-united-nations-higher-education-sustainability-initiative
https://www.educationracetozero.org/current-signatories
https://www.sdgaccord.org/
https://sustainablecampus.ajman.ac.ae/en/partnerships/the-sdg-accord

AJMAN UNIVERSITY

Current Signatories

23 sdgaccord.org

Soni Sweta, NMIMS, India
Prof. Duncan B. Westbury, Royal Agricultural University, United Kingdom

Maya Haddad, Ajman University, United Arab Emirates I
NINO P. MALIBAN, Rizal Technological University - Pasig Branch, Philippines

lan Stuart Crossman, Bath College, United Kingdom

Dr Madia Anwar, University of Management and Technology, Lahore, Pakistan
Ivan Rivadeneira, Universidad de las Americas (UDLA) Ecuador, Ecuador
Maya Haddad, Ajman University, United Arab Emirates

Analyn Salvacion Clarin, Misamis University, Philippines

Genelyn R. Baluyos, Misamis University, Philippines

Marcio Cristiano Lopes, Georgian college, Canada

Jesse Xiao, HKBU, Hong Kong

Ivee Guce, De La Salle Lipa, Philippines

Associate Professor Dr. Nisa Pakvilai, Valaya Alongkorn Rajabhat University Under the Royal Patronage, Thailand
Andrii Bozhkov, Interregional Academy of Personnel Management, Ukraine
Professor Jill Jameson, University of Greenwich, United Kingdom
Dr.M.Prince, Solamalai College of Engineering, India

R S Lakshmi Balaji, Trekcodes, India

Yasmin Mansour, The American University in Cairo, Egypt
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